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Name: William Mahajan 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: Teknisk Kemi år 4 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
 
Time frame:2017-06-12 to 2017-08-14 
Visa type:J-1 
Insurance:Geoblue  
Scholarship:Stenhagens fond- 10000kr 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the 
contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
 
This project investigates the use of different types of activated carbon to remove two types of 
perfluoroalkyl acids from artificial groundwater at relevant concentrations. It is a “man-made” 
contaminant that is created when manufacturing Teflon pans. The activated carbon used was 
also crushed to compare it with non-crushed activated carbon. The two types of activated 
carbon used were F400 and Coconut. Many kinetic experiments were performed to determine 
the time required to achieve equilibrium and solid phase extraction (SPE) was performed as well 
to concentrate the final solution. 
 
The project was very boring and repetitive; it involved weighting approximately 300 tubes of 5 
mg of activated carbon and then sampling between intervals. I would not recommend this project 
to someone who is looking for something stimulating and challenging.  
 
The contact with the Eric Suuberg was good, he was always very nice and in a good mood. The 
problem was the communication with my supervisor; she had another project somewhere else 
and was not always around. My opinion of her was that she was always very stressed and 
frustrated. I did not enjoy working with her at all. 
 
I worked on average 6 h/day. 
 
 



What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for 
you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
 
I learned a lot of things about activated carbon and the uses of it, but the project only included 
weighting and sampling, which was not what I was looking for. The prior knowledge was 
sufficient for anyone who knows the principles of adsorption. 
 
The responsibility was a bit more than one might think, since the lab was really small and very 
worn-out, it was up the too the student to inform the supervisors if anything was missing. This 
might seem obvious but when one works in a different lab in a different country, it was a lot 
harder since they did not have storage of everything, like they have here in KTH, so you have to 
notice the supervisor several days ahead, which lead to unexpected delays.  
 
 
 
 
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
The campus life was really quiet, me and Leo went to Browns entertainment “room” and played 
pool with some other student sometimes. I recommend going to Newport and skydiving. 
 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or 
private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the 
university in order to receive the funds? 
 
I lived really close to the university. I payed 500 USD/month..I financed the trip with savings 
and funds from Brown. They gave me 300 USD/week. No documents were send. 
 
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
I received help from a student that put up my ad on Browns accomodation facebook page. I was 
very satisfied with my room. 
 
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
No problems arised. 
 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
I bought EVERYTHING that might have been relevant, but they only wanted the DS-2019 
document. 



May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
 
Yes 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2016/ 2017 
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