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Name: Jens Bjervås 
 
Year and line of study at KTH:  
 
4th year. Chemical Engineering for Energy and Environment  

Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
 
City College of New York, New York, NY 
 
Time frame: 10 weeks 
Visa type: j1 
Insurance: Länsförsäkringar 
Scholarship: 200 USD/week 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the 
contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
I was working on intercalation based alumina batteries. The project involved synthesis of host 
material for intercalation, of batteries and electrochemical characterization of these batteries. My 
professor was professor Robert Messinger. We had one group meeting every week in which the 
whole team met and presented and discussed results. Professor Messinger came to the lab from 
time to time. There were two PhD-Students in the lab that also supervised the project. The 
people in the lab were great.     
 
An average day in the lab was between 8-17.  
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for 
you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
 
I got to experience working in glow boxes, learned a technique for making electrode material and 
I learned some electrochemical characterization techniques. My prior knowledge was sufficient to 
start, then you learn new things along the way.  
 
Campus life 



 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
The campus is nice, New York is big so a lot of things to do. 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or 
private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the 
university in order to receive the funds? 
 
New York is expensive. I funded my trip by scholarships and personal funds. 
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
I lived together with the other KTH students who went to CCNY. We found our apartment on 
Airbnb. The apartment was very close to the school which was great. We did experience some 
problems with our housing. 
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
I had problems with getting my social security number. Try to fix it as fast as possible. 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
 
I don’t recall which paper I had to send or bring but Professor Kretzschmar will let everyone 
who goes to CCNY know what they need to send to the university. Read on the US embassy 
page what you need to bring.  
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
 
no 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2016/ 2017 
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