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Name: Siri Ekblad 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: Final year, Medical Biotechnology 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state): City College of New York 
 
Time frame: May 31st – Aug 24th  
Visa type: J1 
Insurance: Gouda 
Scholarship: No. Maybe yes, if the small amount of money given by the Bio school counts.  
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the 
contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab?  
I worked on producing full-length proteins. The project covered standard production in e. coli 
with his-tag targeted purifications of the proteins. The latter parts of the production included 
HPLC. I did very little molecular biology, the constructs for the proteins were already made and 
transformed. I also assisted one of the PhD students with his work, where I mostly worked with 
molecular biology.  
The contact with the supervisor worked well. I felt welcome to discuss any problems regarding 
my project with him. He also gave me helpful tips on things to do in NYC.  
An average day in the lab was from 10 am to 6 pm.  
 
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for 
you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given? I have 
learned how to handle an HPLC machine. My previous knowledge was definitely sufficient to 
handle the other tasks presented to me.  
 
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips? I didn’t 
partake in anything organized by the university.  
 



How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or 
private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the 
university in order to receive the funds? I’m not really sure how much it cost. I financed the stay 
with private funds.  
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? I found the place through a friend. It was a room 
in a three-bedroom apartment, and I paid 800 USD per month. I was satisfied with the housing. 
A clean apartment that was conveniently close to the school.  
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? No issues.  
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? I can’t remember off the top of my head. It was a 
lot, but the guys leading CHUST my year were on point with informing of the documents 
needed. Also, Ilona Krethschmar who handles the exchange from CCNY’s side is very good at 
organizing and communicating to you whatever documents you need. Regarding the embassy, 
look it up on their website.  
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? Yes. 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2014/ 2015 
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