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Name: Akshay Menon 
 
Year and line of study at KTH:  
Final year Master’ student in Chemical Engineering for Energy and Environment Program 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
Columbia University in the city of New York, New York 
 
Time frame: 03 June 2019 – 15 August 2019 
Visa type:     J-1 short-term scholar 
Insurance:    Private Insurance 
Scholarship: SEK 30000/- provided by the school of CBH 
 
1. Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the 
contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
I was primarily working on ‘Propane Oxidation Catalysis in Stationary Emission Sources’ under Prof. 
Robert Farrauto, in the Department of Earth and Environmental Engineering. I was also directly 
managed by MS/PhD student Seda Sarp. My work revolved around testing of catalysts, analyzing 
results and making minor modifications in the reactor setup. The topic of research falls under the 
umbrella of catalysis and pollution abatement. I was interested in the field of catalysis, and I can 
confirm that this internship succeeded in providing me a hands-on experience for the same. Prof. 
Farrauto is a highly experienced individual and he was extremely helpful to me throughout the entire 
duration of my internship. He is very accessible through email and quick to respond. He also enquired 
about my housing situation and sent me details about university provided housing, particularly the 
sublet options available outside campus. He visits the lab once every week and he ensured that I get 
the opportunity to discuss the experimental results with him. An average day in the lab used to be 
around 8 hours and the work was very much flexible. I had the liberty to coordinate with the MS/PhD 
student and work accordingly. Since it was a new catalyst that was being tested, the amount of work 
was never small and the testing procedure can be time consuming, especially if you are doing ageing 
studies.   
 
2. What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for 
you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
 
I was fortunate enough to get exposed to a lot of new ideas, meet people from both academia and 
industry and spend time with my Professor. I took the course called ‘Environmental Catalysis’ from KTH 
before I left for my internship and I highly recommend any future applicant to do the same. The reason 
being that, the course at KTH is highly informative and the syllabus includes a book authored by Prof. 
Farrauto himself. In terms of the responsibility, I can say that I got a fair chance as my teammate, to 
handle the system and this in turn comes with certain responsibilities. I had to undertake a safety 



examination before I started my lab work. Moreover, safety is the key step to take, prior to working 
with hydrocarbon gases and catalyst particles. 
 
3. How was the life at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
Being one of the Ivy-league schools, the focus on research and studies are overwhelming. The life is 
also fast-paced and fun at the same time. However, there are certain things which could have made it 
better. I would recommend future applicants to get to know if any MS/PhD students are directly 
managing you or not. If so, getting in contact with them before going would be a good idea. 
Unfortunately, I experienced unprofessional behavior from the PhD student who supervised me, and I 
would never recommend another candidate from CHUST to work under the same person. Campus life 
is of excellent quality, but some buildings are old and lack facilities. New York is the city of dreams and 
there are so many fun activities to do. Exploring New York is a fun task and I extensively explored all 
the five boroughs of NYC. 
 
4. How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or 
private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the university 
in order to receive the funds? 
 
It cost me more than $3000 for my entire trip. I financed the stay using my personal funds, since the 
scholarship is disbursed only after the completion of internship. I had to mainly send-in forms to KTH 
that concerns with bank account details and course registration. After the completion of internship, I 
had to also submit a report to the supervisor at KTH. 
 
5. How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
I entered into a sublet agreement with a Columbia university housing (dorm room). My rent was 
$800/month with electricity, gas and Wi-Fi included. I was living just 2 blocks away from the university 
campus. The room did not have air conditioning and I had to spend extra on it. I am fully satisfied with 
my housing and it is one of the merits that you get, if you decide to do your intern at Columbia.  
 
6. Were there any problems that did arise during your stay, that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
Columbia university demands a lot of paperwork before one obtains their DS form. Keep in mind to 
start the process early and to keep in-touch with the administrative contact there. They requested me 
to re-submit certain documents due to technical errors from their side, but remember, patience and 
persistence is the key! 
 
7. What documents do you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
 
Documents to university: signed invitation letter, personal information form, voluntary self ID, 
Inventions Assignment Agreement 
 
Documents to embassy: passport, residence permit (for international students), bank account 
statement, DS-2019 form, registration certificate from KTH, confirmation of SEVIS I-901 fee payment 
receipt 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.com/chust) so that future 

exchange students can be helped by the information? (Yes/No)      Yes 


