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Name: Srija Balachandran 
 
Year and line- of study at KTH: 2018-2020. Masters student in Chemical Engineering for 
Energy and Environment. 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
The City College of New York, New York.  
 
Time frame: 10 June- 16 August 
Visa type: J1 
Insurance: University provided 
Scholarship: $2000/10 weeks 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How 
did the contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the 
lab? 
 
I was working on the topic ‘Electroreduction of biomass to fuels and chemicals’. During this 
process, a biomass-derived species, furfural (FF) was converted to biofuel like 2-methyl furan and 
other chemical like furfuryl alcohol on a copper electrode in an acidic environment. My work 
particularly focussed on determining the initial rate of reaction for FF electroreduction under 
various applied voltages and initial concentrations of FF.  This process has several advantages over 
the conventional catalytic hydrogenation such as, this process avoids the need for large scale 
infrastructure, can take place at ambient conditions and more importantly, hydrogen can be directly 
obtained from water and/or electrolyte solutions (no need of an additional hydrogen source). 
Throughout the project, I was working with a PhD student who assisted me in performing the 
experiments. On an average, I used to spend 8 hours in the laboratory everyday. My project 
supervisor was highly supportive. I had regular weekly and monthly discussion with her. This 
enabled us to carry out the work successfully.  
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge 
sufficient for you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were 
you given?  
 
I only possessed less knowledge in the field of electrochemistry before beginning this project. But, 
later throughout the work, I was able to gain some knowledge in this field and apply the theoretical 



knowledge into a real-time problem. Being a novice in research, I acquired comprehensive 
laboratory experiences and problem-solving skills. 
 
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
The campus life was really beautiful. All the research scholars were friendly, and the professors 
were helpful. Also, I had a great time with my supervisor’s team at her place when she invited us 
for the lunch. Outside the workplace, I explored the city with some friends during weekends and 
had chances to try out different cuisines. Also, I travelled few solo trips to other cities which I 
always cherish.  
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? 
Scholarship or private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any 
documents to the university in order to receive the funds? 
 
A stipend of $2000 was offered to me from the host university. I received my pay later at the end 
of my internship and so I financed my trip myself initially.  
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? 
How satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
I found my accommodation through a friend. The cost of living in NY is exorbitant and so I was 
living in New Jersey. The housing was around $500/month. I shared the accommodation with my 
friend. It was comfortable since we were only two. But it was little difficult to travel from state to 
state. The travel duration was nearly 1hour 30mins each way. 
 
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay, that you think future students 
need to know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
I encountered problem with my debit card quite often particularly in the subways. I was able to 
manage since I had some cash before. I advice future participants to carry some cash before hand 
that would help during emergency.  
 
What documents do you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to 
the embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
 
To get DS-2019 form from the university, I was asked to send my resume, copy of passport, 
financial proof, English proficiency certificate along with other filled forms. I followed the 
procedure given in the US embassy website for my visa approval. I carried DS-2019 given by the 
university, bank statement, a photo and a valid passport.  
 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage 
(kongligkemi.com/chust) so that future exchange students can be helped by the 
information? (Yes/No) 
 Yes. 


