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Name:  
Johanna Axelsson 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: 
5th year Industrial management and biotechnology 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
The Scripps Research Institute, Jupiter, Florida 
 
Time frame: 10 weeks 
Visa type: J1 
Insurance: Gouda 
Scholarship: CHUST and Stenhagens fond 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How 
did the contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the 
lab? 
 
I worked with cancer target discovery. This implied to use antibody clones from a library that my 
supervisor had built and selected by Phage display, and test the binding against different cancer 
cell lines and to elucidate what target that the antibody clones bind to on these cells. I worked in 
the Rader lab and the research in this group is in the area of immunology, drug and target 
discovery. I had good communication with the professor and my supervisor. The professor came 
by in the lab every now and then and I worked side by side with my supervisor so I could ask for 
guidance whenever needed. Me and my supervisor also had some meetings with the professor to 
move the project forward. I also got a lot of help from the other lab members. They were all very 
helpful and we had a lot of fun. After 8 weeks at Scripps they had a poster session in which I 
participated to present my project. The last day in the lab I presented my project at the group 
meeting that we had every Friday morning. 
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge 
sufficient for you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were 
you given?  
 
I have gained a lot of lab experience. The theoretical knowledge was sufficient but the practical 
knowledge I learned there. I was given a lot of responsibility and performed my own research the 



last weeks when I had gained the practical knowledge. I learned how to run DNA gels, SDS-
PAGE, prepare buffers, PCR, FACS, cell culture, transformation, IMAC purification, 
biotinylation, fingerprint analysis, designing primers, immunoprecipitation. Also I got valuable 
experience in designing a poster and presenting my project at a poster session at Scripps.  
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
Scripps is not a university but a research institute. They have a graduate program but not 
undergraduate and master programs. I participated in some activities that the SURF (summer 
undergraduate research fellows) program offered to their interns e.g. breakfast and lunch lectures 
and a trip to Orlando. Everything is very organized at Scripps and it is a very professional 
environment. I liked it a lot.  
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? 
Scholarship or private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any 
documents to the university in order to receive the funds? 
 
I lived in Jupiter which is an expensive place to live at. I financed my stay with both stipends and 
private funds. I did not receive a scholarship from Scripps.  
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? 
How satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
I found my housing through Craigslist. I payed 700 USD/month for a room. Most rooms were 
more expensive.  
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students 
need to know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
No.  
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring 
to the embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
 
All papers listed on the embassy web page and that the VISA sponsor CETUSA asked me for.  
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage 
(kongligkemi.se/chust) so that future exchange students can be helped by the 
information? 
 
Yes. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2016/ 2017 
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