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Name: Zoe Ahmad 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: 2nd year Master student in Industrial and Environmental 
Biotechnology  
 
Which university did you visit? University of Miami, Miami Florida   
 
Time frame: July 5th – August 31st   
Visa type: J-1  
Insurance: ERV Europeiska  
Scholarship: School of Biotechnology, KTH  
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
One of the research projects at Dr. Adam Brauschweigs lab at University of Miami required 
graphene. This is expensive to buy from e.g. companies such as The Graphene Supermarket. 
Further, the quality of the graphene could not be guaranteed. Therefore, Dr. Braunschweig 
wanted to investigate the possibility to produce graphene in the lab, which became the aim of my 
project. The formation and properties of graphene itself is related to the more chemical part of 
my studies but not at all to the biotechnical part. Other than this, the project had no correlation 
to my field of studies what so ever. The first two weeks consisted of literature research to 
determine the optimal and most well-proven method to produce graphene. Thereafter, the 
different parts of the apparatus had to be determined and ordered. This meant long hours in the 
office, a lot of phone calls with companies such as VWR and Swagelok to determine the sizes of 
different fittings to connect the parts of the apparatus. This was very new to me and is nothing 
that covered in my previous studies. In the start, I was given a budget to work with and after that 
I was very free to myself determine what equipment to buy. I met with sale representatives from 
different companies and, of course consulted with Dr. Braunschweig on a daily basis, but in the 
end I could decide what material to buy.  The material had very different delivery time, therefore 
the building of the apparatus could not start immediately but had to be done gradually. In the 
end, the time spent in the lab building the apparatus was minimal compared to the time spent in 
the office, dealing with the administrative tasks for all the orders.  
 
This task was a completely different to what we face in university studies but turned out to be 
extremely educational: to see how it actually works when an idea becomes reality at a research 
facility. Further, I think it was important to see how much time and effort the administrative part 



of a research requires all the way from raising the money to enable the project overall and then 
how to dispose the money most efficiently.  
 
 
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
Life in Miami is hard without a car. The distances are very long compared to Stockholm and the 
public transport is very unreliable. I managed to share accommodation with a course colleague 
within walking distance to University of Miami (3 km). There was not much going on in this area 
but there was a small “down town” area within 20 min walk where a big grocery store was 
located. The campus was mostly very calm because a lot of students go home over the summer. 
The campus is beautiful and look more like a vacation resort than a university.  
 
Miami Beach is a 20 min car drive away from the university and the beaches there were amazing, 
so was the night clubs.  
 
We paid around 9000 SEK/month for a 3-bedroom apartment and 2 bathrooms in a calm, safe 
neighborhood called Coral Gables. The apartment was really nice but a little bit too big. I got it 
through my course colleague Björn Schmidt, who had already found us the accommodation. This 
was financed through a scholarship from the School of Biotechnology at KTH. Otherwise, food 
and living expenses were not very different from Stockholm.  
 
Application 
 
Don’t be too late when applying for the VISA J-1. The required documents/information were:  
 

• Exact dates you will be visiting the University to conduct research.  Copy of your 
most updated CV or resume.	

• Place of employment or complete home address (required to send you the DS-2019  
documentation, once request to invite is approved)	

• Scanned copy of your passport 	
• Letter from your personal bank indicating you have in your account 

over $2,296 USD per month to support you throughout your visit to the U.S. If your 
school organization will be providing you with funding, we need a letter from your 
sponsor specifying how much the organization will support you while you are in the 
U.S. This letter should be written in English and should provide the heading of the 
organization.  

• Proof of objective measurement that you have passed an English Language 
Proficiency – here it is enough to ask your faculty for a certificate.  

 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
 
Yes, you may.  
 
 



Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2014/ 2015 


