
 

Travel Story 2016 

 
 
 
Name:  Apoorv Gupta 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: Master’s student in Chemical Engineering for Energy and 
Environment 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state): University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 
 
Time frame: 13 weeks 
Visa type:  J1-short term scholar 
Insurance: Provided by University of Michigan 
Scholarship: $400 a week 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 

Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did 
the contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
My main area of work was asphaltenes. Fogler research group works primarily with crude oil 
consisting of the wax and asphaltene departments. I chose to research into asphaltene aggregation 
kinetics in the presence of chemical additives. 
 
The contact with Professor Fogler was smooth and very straightforward. He was critical of the work 
but appreciated your efforts put into it.  
 
An average day in lab was roughly 8 hours a day. At times, it stretched beyond that depending on the 
experiment being performed. Research there demanded a lot of committment making you work on 
some weekends as well. Nonetheless, it was enjoyable and the team I worked with was very 
supportive and friendly. 
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient 
for you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
 
I have learned a lot from this internship. Not just about crude oil and asphaltenes but also how to 
work in a team and stick to your schedule. It also helped enhance my lab skills. 
 



I did a brief reading about the topics the research group was focusing on before I reached the US. A 
lot of material and research papers were given to me to read as well upon arriving to bring me up to 
date with the activties being carried out in the lab. 
 
I had an independent project to work with. My results were to be presented at the Industrial 
Affiliates meeting and were to be used by people after I left. Thus, I had a huge responsibility in 
being devoted to my work and perform it methodically and to the best of my abilities. 
 
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
Ann Arbor is a small and a quiet town. Being brought up in such a way all my life, I liked it there. 
Everything was easily accessible by the public transport. University of Michigan is divided into the 
Central and North campus. I worked at the North Campus. Central campus is the most happening 
place as it is the downtown too. I visited Chicago and a few other places. A must visit place is the 
Niagara falls. Food and the night life was pretty good. People are friendly and it is a safe place to live 
in. 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? 
Scholarship or private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any 
documents to the university in order to receive the funds? 
 
Depending on where you stay the cost of living can vary from about 400-800$ a month. The food 
there is reasonably priced too. I financed my stay there using the scholarship as well as my personal 
funds.  
 
The university informs you of all the documents they need.  
 
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
I lived in a subletted apartment for the first month. Later on I moved to the co-ops near the North 
campus as they include food which was a major issue for me staying in an apartment. The co-ops are 
very culturally diverse and full of students. Life there is definitely more fun and happening. There are 
various groups on social media to help you find sublets there for the summer. The co-ops have their 
own website handled by Inter-Cooperative Council (ICC). Contact them for contracts if you are 
planning on staying there. 
 

Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to know 
about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
My stay in the US was pretty smooth. No difficulties that I faced. With the proper documentation 
required for the visa and by the university, everything should be fine. 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to 
the embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
 



A copy of my resume, financial assets and english proficiency certificate were required by the 
university to issue my DS-2019 form.  
 
DS-2019 given by the university, proof of funds and a valid passport were to be taken to the US 
embassy for visa approval. 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so 
that future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
 
Yes, I hope it helps the future CHUST-ites and I wish them good luck for their adventures in the 
US. 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2015/ 2016 
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