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Name: Jakub Włodarczyk 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: 2nd, Chemical Engineering for Energy and Environment 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state) University of Michigan (UofM), Ann 
Arbor, Michigan 
 
Time frame: June-August 2017 
Visa type: J1 
Insurance: University’s mandatory insurance 
Scholarship: ~$4600 per whole stay 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the contact with the 
Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
My general aim of the internship was helping prof. Scott Fogler with developing a new, second 
edition of his book entitled “Essentials of Chemical Reaction Engineering” and the book’s 
companion website content. Apart from that, I was working on MATLAB codes of different 
numerical simulations in the field of chemical reaction engineering, predominantly for teaching 
purposes.  

I helped the Professor with one scientific poster on Enquiry Based Learning (EBL) which 
was presented on a conference in Rayleigh NC. Moreover, I assisted PhD students in writing or 
modifying codes for simulations on wax deposition models.  
 The contact worked out pretty well, I have never had any problems with reaching either 
Professor and his Assistant or other students/PhDs. The working policy at the department was 
that the job had to be done before deadline and, overall, it was my responsibility to schedule my 
own work. I was not working in the lab (the jobs were mainly computational or book proof-
reading) and the daily working hours were very flexible 
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for you to handle the 
tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
On top of everything, I learned a lot about how the system of higher education works in the US 
and discovered that it is very different to what I know from Europe. When developing the new 
version of the book I had to demonstrate a deal of knowledge on Chemical Reactor Engineering  
(CRE) in order to be able to pinpoint mistakes and disambiguates. Believe me, writing a book for 



Engineers is not a piece of cake. After having studied CRE first and Poland and later in Sweden, 
I feel my knowledge was sufficient to carry on the tasks entrusted to me. When it comes to the 
responsibilities, well, the book is about to be printed and will constitute a teaching help in many 
CRE courses around the world, so the pursue to make it better was of my greatest duties. 
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  

The University itself is situated in a very charming town, Ann Arbor (pop. of around 120 
thousand people). Despite its size, the place is bustling in the evenings. I was lucky enough to get 
to know some UofM students or alumni actually living in Ann Arbor who have shown me the 
town at its greatest, including nightlife and Ann Arbor clubs. It if was not for that, the stay might 
have been a little tedious as the campus tends to be deserted during the holiday.  
 The main problem in the US are distances between buildings. It’s quite helpful to make 
friends who have a car, I am quite serious with stating that. There are, however, some buses 
operating within the town (free of charge for UofM students) and the University has free 
commuter “blue busses” which connect the North and Central campuses (I worked and lived at 
the North Campus, whereas the majority of pastimes were available around the Central one).  
 The Professor was very kind in terms of letting me travel around and learn about the 
American culture. I visited a deal of places around: Chicago, Toronto, Niagara Falls, Cedar Point 
amusement park (amazing experience thanks to my friends who took me gave me a lift there), 
and finally New York City. In some of the places I met my wonderful people from another 
CHUST program, it was truly fantastic to reunite “in overseas”! 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or private funds? 
If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the university in order to receive the funds? 
 
Unfortunately, Ann Arbor is considered as an expensive place. I was financed by the UofM, the 
salary was just enough to cover both visa fees, flight, housing, costs of living and travelling 
around. Of course,  I was not eating out very often, otherwise the salary would not have been 
enough as the restaurants (and lunches too) are quite expensive there. I cooked on my own quite 
often, but I enjoy it so it did not give me any pay in the neck whatsoever. Nonetheless, I did taste 
American cuisine in some restaurants and even organized a potluck at my place where we 
prepared some delicious meals. 
 The funds were granted automatically and having an American account was a great 
convenience in receiving it. Otherwise, the funds would have been sent by a regular mail as a 
check, which was of course much less safe (this is how I obtained my first payout and I strongly 
dissuade it). Opening an account is very simple though, so I recommend to do it as soon as 
possible. 
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How satisfied were you 
with the housing situation? 
I found it via an off-campus housing webpage and sublet it from one of the students who was 
away during the summer. It cost $600 per month (the internet and water included, I paid for 
electric energy, around $25 per stay). If you want to cook on your own (breakfasts for example), 
make sure that you’re the kitchen facility is included in your offer as not all housing alternatives 
include this option. I was satisfied with my apartment, mainly because it took me 6-7 minutes’ 
walk to reach my department. 
 
 
 
 



 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to know about? In 
such case, which problems did you encounter? 
No problems, as far as my memory reaches. 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the embassy in order to 
get your visa approved? 
The UofM initialized the visa procedure by sending a form by a regular mail based on the 
personal details I had provided in an online form. You then need to check it for any typos or 
mistakes, pay visa fees and save all receipts, schedule your visa interview at the Embassy (I did it 
in Stockholm) and show up on the interview with all the aforementioned documents together 
with your valid (!) passport. Bear in mind that “interview” is too big word for that, it’s just a 
meeting with one of the officers where they want you to state the purpose of your visit in the US. 
Everything turned out quite smooth and the University did help me a lot at the initial stage by 
providing an useful checklist.  
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that future exchange 
students can be helped by the information? 
Sure, go for it. 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2016/ 2017 
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