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Name:  
Jonathan Edin 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: 
3rd (entering 4th), Engineering Chemistry (master’s program Molecular Science and Engineering) 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada 
 
Time frame: 8 weeks (early June to beginning of August) 
 
Visa type: Work Permit (LMIA-exempt) 
 
Insurance: UHIP, a mandatory insurance provided through Western. 
 
Scholarship: None. Living Allowance provided by Western ($300 CAD/week). 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the contact with the 
Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
I was at the ECS (Electrochemistry and Corrosion Science center) working under prof. David 
Shoesmith, whose main research area is to study the corrosion processes of interest surrounding 
the final repository of spent nuclear waste. During my summer at Western I worked together 
with Nazhen Liu, who had defended her PhD thesis on corrosion on uranium oxides just a few 
weeks before my arrival. The work we did was largely a continuation on a part of that project, 
focusing on the effect of radiolytically produced peroxides. I worked normal office hours, 
typically from 10 to 17  
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for you to handle the 
tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
I did not have any personal projects or responsibilities during my time at Western. Instead I 
worked closely with Nazhen in this rather investigate phase of her new-ish project. And since the 
project involved handling radioactive substances (which require a lot of training to handle) there 
were a lot of limitations to what I was allowed to by myself. A lot of the work was to prepare 
solutions and to set up the electrochemical cell, as well as analyzing potentiometry-curves and 
pictures from SEM and optical microscopy. My prior knowledge was enough to do this. 



Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
Already when I got my Social Insurance Number at the airport I got to hear that Western has a 
reputation of being a party-university, and the area between the campus and downtown London 
was filled with night clubs and bars. Being in the middle of the summer however, most of the 
students had left London to go hove over the break and most of the clubs and frat houses were 
empty. I spent a lot of my free time with the graduate students and local summer students from 
the group, playing land hockey or tennis, or having beer or wine at one of the many patios across 
the city. 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or private funds? 
If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the university in order to receive the funds? 
London is relatively cheap to live in generally. As mentioned above, I did not receive any 
scholarships but a living allowance from the university in the same ballpark as the local summer 
students. There have however been some administrative difficulties surrounding the payment, so 
make sure to make it abundantly clear how you want to handle it. The living allowance was big 
enough to sufficiently cover my living expenses and some of the traveling.  
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How satisfied were you 
with the housing situation? 
There is a sub-page on the Western website for off-campus housing where students can sublet 
their rooms, and that was where I found the place where I stayed. It was a room in a fairly big 
house that normally had 5 girls living in it and during my stay there were one who were coming 
and going. The house was just on the edge of downtown, close to the campus, and cost me 
$1000 CAD for the two months I stayed there. The univeristy also rent out dorm rooms long 
term during the summer, that could be worth considering.  
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to know about? In 
such case, which problems did you encounter? 
My stay in Canada was ridden of any problems and everything went smoothly. However, the 
process of getting the work permit was a major head ache. I can’t enough stress the importance 
of getting all your paperwork filled out as early as possible, and doing all that you can to speed up 
the process. I had originally planned to stay in Canada for ten weeks, but had to postpone my 
arrival for two weeks because my work permit had not been processed in time. It all takes a lot of 
time and I suggest submitting your application at least two months ahead. 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the embassy in order to 
get your visa approved? 
The work permit application process to Canada must be made online by swedes (the Canadian 
Embassy in Stockholm does not handle immigration) and there is a lot of forms and a clear 
procedure of all the documents you are supposed to upload. What you need from the univeristy 
is a code/number coupled to the work offer you’ve received from the univeristy, and for that I 
needed a “letter of confirmation” from the CHE-school at KTH confirming the circumstances 
for the CHUST internship. Prepare yourself on a lot of paperwork, that will take a lot of time and 
energy (but it is worth it, I promise!). 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that future exchange 
students can be helped by the information? 
Yes! And if anyone have any questions, feel free to contact me about them 


