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Name: Maria Naharro 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: 2nd year MSc candidate 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state) University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 
Time frame: 1st August – 10th October 2018 
Visa type: eTA 
Insurance: iMED (from UBC) 
Scholarship: from KTH and UBC 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How 
did the contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the 
lab? 
 
I was supporting the research from other members of the research group, so I didn’t have an 
individual project to carry out. My time was shared in two subgroups which focus their research 
in different topics. One subgroup was working on the reduction of bicarbonate to carbon 
monoxide by using flow cells. My role there was to improve the catalyst synthesis from hand 
spray coating to ultrasonic spray coating. In the second subgroup, I was performing experiments 
with and electrochemical calorimeter and modifying a Matlab code that autogenerates reports. 
 
The contact with the professor was brief since Prof. Berlinguette oversees about 40 students and 
had a very busy agenda. However, we had subgroup meetings approximately every two weeks 
where you show your work and group meetings every Friday. I also had supervisors in each 
subgroup who guided me during my stay. For the bicarbonate project, the guidance was very 
confusing for me, so I had to redefine the work several times with another supervisor from the 
same subgroup. On the calorimeter project, the guidance was excellent. I have learned a lot in a 
field that I’ve never worked before. The environment was very friendly and professional.  
 
I would strongly recommend for future students to define a project for ten weeks in advance. 
When I arrived, I didn’t have a project ready to start working with, so I spent much time trying to 
figure what I need to deliver out.  
 



The starting time in the laboratory is from 9am till 6pm. Working from the library or from home 
is not recommended since much of the work is experimental. 
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge 
sufficient for you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were 
you given?  
 
I have learned much about electrochemistry, a field that I didn’t study before. My projects were 
more in engineering, but we had poster presentations and group meetings were other students 
show their work, so you can learn a lot from them.  
 
My prior knowledge was lacking in electrochemistry. However, I could understand the 
background. Regarding the ultrasonic spray coating, my background strongly supported the 
project. However, for the electrochemical calorimeter, I had to read a lot in literature, so I could 
understand the basics of the project. My supervisor also helped me a lot understanding how the 
device works and interpreting the results. 
 
Regarding the responsibility, I was constantly supervised by other members of the group. I stared 
working independently in the 6th week approximately.   
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
The campus from UBC is very big and beautiful. There are many faculties all together, some 
museums and research institutes. Also, you can choose between many options to have lunch, buy 
material and go to study. 
 
UBC offers many activities to do during your spear time. I didn’t use the gym but I used the 
aquatic center, it was really good. There is an International Group called VIRS that offers the 
introduction to the university and gives the opportunity to meet other students.  
 
During the summer there are not many activities in the campus but many in the city. It’s a great 
time to go hiking or spend the day in one of the beaches from Vancouver. The night life is great 
in Downtown and Gastown. It is a very alive city so many events and activities are constantly 
going on, very easy to meet new people and have fun. 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? 
Scholarship or private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any 
documents to the university in order to receive the funds? 
 
It is an expensive city, more than the other Canadian cities around. I financed my stay using the 
KTH and UBC scholarship. However, it was not enough to support my living expenses including 
the ticket flights and health insurance.  
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? 
How satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
Finding accommodation was very difficult, especially for the time that I went. It was at the end of 
summer and beginning of the semester. Then, the university couldn’t offer a room in the campus 
since they require long stay or summer season. I would recommend going during the summer 



instead, there are more accommodation options at affordable prices. I had to move out/in three 
times during my stage in Vancouver.  
 
The price is very high, but it is possible to find some affordable rooms. The first room was in a 
shared house for 750$ and I found it in Facebook. The second and third, I found them in Craig 
List. Both were in a shared house with ten people and by 800$. The second and third rooms were 
very complicated because landlords really want to rent the rooms for long term. For that reason, 
I had to contact another student and share the contract. I was there during September and he was 
moving in on October till December. The other options were way more expensive or non-
existent for short term. 
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students 
need to know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
I didn’t have any problem with my application. 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring 
to the embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
 
The host university asked for my CV and cover letter. I was also sending the eTA from and flight 
details to keep the track. However, they didn’t require such information. Visa wasn’t required for 
my exchange, so I didn’t go to the embassy. The application for the eTA was fully online and I 
got it the same day.  
 
 


